THE WOMEN'S CONFERENCES
The Madras Women's Social Conference
The Madras Women's Social Reform Conference was held at Madras on the 17th
November Ig2g under the presidency of Mrs. Srinivasa lyengar. The President in
the course of her speech said :—
Women belonging to the older generation like herself, although they did not want
any social reform for themselves, did not want to throw obstacles in the way of the
younger generation trying to adjust the society according to the changing times.
Social reform which aimed at elevating the status of women was indispensable. But
she wanted to impress upon them the desirability of achieving their object by educa-
ting public opinion rather than by forced legislation and propaganda calculated to
wound the feelings of other schools of thought. They should also remember the
essential principle that any reforms which they wanted to bring about should be
consistent with economic principles and the ideas of the nation which was their
rich heritage. In their efforts to reconstruct the society they should try to conciliate
the public opinion and take it with them. It should not be their aim to satisfy a
minor section of the society by passing legislations on the lines of western ideals,
which were unsuited to the Indian ideals. It was absolutely necessary that they
should enjoy equal status with men. But at the same time they should also remem-
ber the fact that women had been enjoying equal rights and liberal ties with man
and this truth was borne out by the fact that Goddess Parvathi was occupying the
left part of Lord Parameswara's body. Women should no longer have the inferiority
complex which made them go a-begging for reforms. As individuals of society they
were entitled to get freedom and enjoy it. Social reform could not be achieved by
legislations and conferences alone. If they wanted to reach their cherished goal
they should carry on propaganda in the nooks and corners of villages and start
societies. They should gain first-hand knowledge of the actual conditions and
the reforms they wanted should be based on their rich and ripe experience. Their
endeavour should be to convert their sisters in villages to their own views.
Proceeding, the President said that all the draft resolutions, except the one
relating to the introduction of a divorce law for women, were acceptable to her. If
such a divorce law was enacted, it would work a serious hardship on wives and their
issues. It would have so much evil influence on the wife's mind that she would be
encouraged to give up the idea of ministering to the wants of her husband. The
question was if all such women as sought divorce, would get themselves married
again. If they were not able to get married, they would be driven to the necessity
of protecting themselves. Under the existing circumstances, even though man could
get himself divorced from his wife, he was in duty bound under the law to protect
the children, But if this divorce bill was passed, then the husband would escape
that responsibility. This would also give an inducement for him to marry many
times. They should not agree to a legislation which would satisfy the minority and
would affect detrimentally "the majority of women. This legislation would do_more
harm than good and also cut at the very root of their Dharma, It would be desirable
if they enacted a legislation which would effectively prevent "man from having
polygamy.	' " ,
Concluding the President dwelt on the evils of untouchability and opined that it
-was fast disappearing from their society.

